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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Itoigawa et al (US. 5,824,385). 

Itoigawa et al discloses a disk device having a first disc (top layers 1-3); a second 
disc (bottom layers 1-3); and a bonding layer 4 applied between the first disc and the 
second disc, to secure the first disc and the second disc together (column 3, lines 23- 
25), and to allow both the first disc and the second disc to store information or data or 
signals therein (column 3, lines 11-19) as set forth in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 2, Itoigawa et al discloses that each of the first disc and the 
second disc includes a protective layer 3 engaged with the bonding layer, and secured 
together with the bonding layer. 

Regarding claim 3, Itoigawa et al discloses that each of the first disc and the 
second disc includes a reflective metalized layer 2 (column 3, lines 41-42) for storing 
the information or data or signals therein. 

Regarding claim 8, Itoigawa et al discloses that the reflective metalized layer of 
each of the first disc and the second disc includes at least one track formed therein for 
storing the information or data or signals therein. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4 and 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Itoigawa et al in view of van de Grampel et al (US. 6,790,501 B2). 

Itoigawa et al does not disclose that each of the first and the second disc 

includes a dye layer applied onto the reflective metalized layer as set forth in 

claim 4. 

Van de Grampel et al discloses an optical disc device having a metal reflective 
layer 24 and a layer comprising a dye (dye layer), see column 2, lines 15-16 and claim . 
1 , line 6, applied onto the reflective layer. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the disc device of Itoigawa et al with a dye layer as 
taught by van de Grampel et al. 

The rationale is as follows: One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to provide the disc device of Itoigawa et al with a dye layer as taught by van 
de Grampel et al improve light of wavelength absorbing characteristics in order to 
improve read/write characteristics of the device. 

Regarding claim 6, van de Grampel et al also discloses a basic covering layer 21 
applied onto the dye layer. Itoigawa et al also discloses a basic covering layer 1 . 

Regarding claim 7, both Itoigawa et al and van de Grampel et al disclose that the 
basic covering layer is made of polycarbonate. 
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5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Itoigawa 
et al and van de Grampel et al as applied to claim 4 above, and further in view of lida et 
al (US. 5,702,792). 

Itoigawa et al as modified by van de Grampel et al do not explicitly disclose that 
the dye layer 23 includes at least one track formed therein. 

lida et al discloses each of disc of a double sided disc devjce having a dye layer 
2 including at least one track formed therein. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to explicitly indicate that the dye layer of Itoigawa et al as modified 
by van de Grampel et al includes at least one track formed therein as taught by lida et al 
for easily and stably formed during the manufacturing of the disc. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allen T Cao whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7569. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs (7:30 - 6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa T Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7579. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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